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In a matter of about one year, ten billion 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been admin-
istered globally, making it the most extensive 
vaccination campaign in history [1]. However, 
this apparent success was coincided with an 
undeniable counterpart campaign of floating 
allegations, raising doubt and distributing ac-
cusations. Health authorities worldwide aim 
to immunize at least 70 % of the population to 
achieve the herd immunity necessary to control 
the pandemic. Few countries have reached this 
target; however, many countries are still strug-
gling due to economic, political, or socio-cul-
tural barriers. 

Relevant International medical societies 
agreed to vaccinate people with COVID-19 
vaccine, but some controversies exist about 
the number of doses needed and their interval. 
Recently some countries [2,3] have approved 
the booster dose of the vaccine, especially for 
those vulnerable to the COVID-19 infection or 
its severity. The big question and hot debate 
is whether rich countries’ success in achieving 
vertical and horizontal targets of COVID-19 
vaccination is enough to curb the pandemic. In 
this issue, Dr Sanad Al-Balaghi ( See page 2) has 
raised the need for equity in providing vaccina-
tion not on a national level but for an interna-
tional one. The argument is not philosophical 
and ethical, but it is scientific and in the inter-

est of even the rich and developed countries. 
Controlling the pandemic in a few countries 
and leaving others subjected to the risk would 
enhance the chance of getting new versions of 
the virus with potential high-risk features, in-
cluding making the available vaccines ineffec-
tive. Nature stands this time with poor people.  
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